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UA Study Shows Day Before Thanksgiving 2007 Was 
One of State’s Worst Crash Days of the Year 
Mary Wymer 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – A recent University of Alabama study shows the fifth worst day for crashes 
within the state in 2007 was the Wednesday before Thanksgiving. These results are in sharp 
contrast to UA’s CARE Research & Development Laboratory’s previous annual studies of holiday 
crashes with special emphasis on Thanksgiving. 

Two factors likely contributed to the 585 crashes that occurred in Alabama on the Wednesday 
before Thanksgiving, in contrast with the 196 crashes occurring on the Thanksgiving holiday 
itself, the study indicated. 

First, during 2007 there seem to be fewer people taking off early in the week, indicated by 
significantly fewer crashes occurring on Monday and Tuesday of Thanksgiving week. 

Second, further analysis indicated that in 2007 the weather was rainy on the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving, with almost 50 percent of the crashes occurring in rainy weather. Comparatively, 
less than 10 crashes occurred statewide in the rain on Monday and Tuesday. 

Most of the crashes on the Wednesday occurred in the early afternoon and evening, with 50 
percent of the crashes occurring between 1 to 6 p.m. 

“This is definitely a time to be avoided on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, especially if bad 
weather is a possibility,” said Dr. Allen Parrish, professor of computer science and director of 
the CARE Research & Development Laboratory at UA. 

“There is obviously a large concentration of people on the road who are not nearly as familiar 
with their routes as commuters,” said Parrish. 

The best day of the week to be on the road is Thanksgiving Thursday. The actual holiday had 
about one-third of the crashes that occurred on Wednesday, a reflection that most road 
travelers have already reached their destinations at that point. 

Since people’s return from their holiday trip is spread over the long weekend, there is no 
concentration on the return to cause anything as dangerous as the Wednesday pattern, 
according to the researchers. 

Areas of the state showing significantly more crashes in 2007 than in previous (2003-2006) 
years include the Auburn, Decatur and Huntsville areas. Areas with the greatest reductions of 
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crashes in 2007 include Mobile and Birmingham, as well as the rural areas of Baldwin and 
Jefferson Counties. 

Parrish offered a few safety recommendations for road traveling during the holiday: 

• Be acquainted with traffic problem areas and avoid them 
• Do not drive while intoxicated, do not ride with others who are intoxicated, and avoid 

the obvious times and places where you might become the victim of drunken driving 
• Always wear your seat belt, regardless of how long the trip 
• Keep children properly restrained in the back seat 
• Watch the weather reports, and plan your trip accordingly 

“Driving does not have to be dangerous,” said Parrish. “If you keep these safety basics in mind, 
you will cut your chances of being killed to a probability very close to zero.” 

UA’s CARE Research & Development Laboratory, part of the computer science department, 
uses leading edge technologies to offer products and specialized software development 
services in a variety of areas, particularly traffic safety and law enforcement. Additionally, the 
CRDL routinely provides a variety of safety studies and planning documents, such as the Crash 
Facts Books and Highway Safety Plans. 

In 1837, The University of Alabama became one of the first five universities in the nation to 
offer engineering classes. Today, UA’s fully accredited College of Engineering has more than 
2,300 students and more than 100 faculty. In the last seven years, students in the College have 
been named USA Today All-USA College Academic Team members, Goldwater scholars, Hollings 
scholars and Portz scholars. 

The University of Alabama, a student-centered research university, is in the midst of a planned, 
steady enrollment growth with a goal of reaching 28,000 students by 2010. This growth, which 
is positively impacting the campus and the state's economy, is in keeping with UA's vision to be 
the university of choice for the best and brightest students. UA, the state's flagship university, is 
an academic community united in its commitment to enhancing the quality of life for all 
Alabamians. 

 


